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Confirmation, if any were needed, 
that Rolls-Royce makes 
‘the best car in the world’. 


Illustrated- Bentley Brooklands 


WHEN CAR MAGAZINE (November 91) tested the Bentley Turbo R against 
the Mercedes-Benz 600 SEL, the Jaguar Sovereign 4.0 and the Lexus LS400 to find the 


‘world’s best car’, victory went to the Bentley. 


‘There is nothing else in the world like the Turbo R...’ Car (Nov 91) 


‘Steering feel at speed best in the class. Its agility on winding secondaries is 
superior... The Bentley also scores thanks to its wonderful braking stability... anti-dive 


geometry...’ 


Well now there is something else in the world like the Turbo R. 


The new Bentley Brooklands is a non-turbo version of ‘the world’s best car’, 


at an enticing price. 


Brooklands has traditional Rolls-Royce craftsmanship and luxury features 
including hand-stitched fragrant Connolly hides, gleaming burr walnut woodwork and 
deep pile Wilton carpets, plus state-of-the-art technology. Its micro computers can 
process five million instructions per second to handle automatic ride control, anti-lock 


braking, advanced engine management systems and automatic air conditioning. 


York Motors (Sales) Pty Limited. 
101 William Street, Sydney 2011. Telephone (02) 331] 3377 - Distributor: N.S.W., A.C.T., Vic. and Qld. 
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‘Phil’ the Phantom 
Mark Babidge tells us about his quest for the 
‘perfect motor car’ 


Country Hospitality Tour 
The Victoria Branch reversed part of the 1992 
Gold Rush Tour for their Overlander to Wagga 
Wagga. Wendy Bootle writes about its success 


The Story of a Boat-tailed Skiff 
George Forbes has owned his 1926 Twenty since 
his teens. However, with its smart new boat-tail 
coachwork it is now a very different car 


Tyresome Topics 
To BE or not to BE. That is the question posed by 
Derek du Toit, who concludes that beaded edge 
tyres should be consigned to history if 
you want to drive your car 


Front Cover Photo: 

1926 Twenty (GOK74) with light and sporty boat-tail coachwork by Roger Fry, owned by 
George Forbes (Federal Registrar, Vic.) Photographed by the Editor on the Victoria 
Branch Post-War Coachbuilt Day at ‘Kangerong’ on November 21 last year. 
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From the Editor 


New Bentley Brooklands in the Club 


Hearty congratulations are due to Vic- 
toria Branch member and former Federal 
Secretary lan Dodd who joined the grow- 
ing number of Club members purchasing 
new Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
when he took delivery of a brand new 
1993 Bentley Brooklands saloon towards 
the end of last year. 

This magnificent motor car is finished 
in one of the latest colours, Diamond 
Blue, with Burgundy hide interior. lan is 
an active member of very long standing 
and we look forward to seeing him in his 
new car at many future Club events. 
Congratulations, lan. 


A tribute to the Federal Secretary 


Wendy Friezer has announced her 
intention to hand the baton to a new 
Federal Secretary at this year's Federal 
Council Meeting. As it encapsulates so 
eloquently what many members must be 
thinking, the following message of sup- 
port from Honorary Life Member Tom 
Clarke is reproduced here in part: 

“That really will be the end of an era. 
Even before you hang up your own over- 
alls I'd like to say ‘well done’ and many 
thanks. You've played a terrific part in 
putting the Club into wonderful shape. 
When | was briefly a greenhorn Federal 
Secretary in 1974 | dreamt of various 
improvements but you've actually 
brought them off. 

“| had secret hopes that you would be 
our Eric Barrass, always there and 
omniscient. You're certainly the latter but 
how to keep you always there?! Would 
you Stay if | called you Colonel...?” 


Custodianship wanted 


Peter Vacher, a well-known U.K. 
enthusiast and member of our U.K. sister 
Club the R.R.E.C., who has owned nine 
pre-war Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
over the last thirty years, is being posted 
by his company to Canberra from April 
1994 until July 1995. 

Peter works in the publishing busi- 
ness and has been involved in the 
production of such important books on 
the marque as The Rolls-Royce Twenty 
by John Fasal and The Rolls-Royce 
Wraith by Tom Clarke and is now work- 
ing on The Edwardian Rolls-Royce, 
which promises to be a truly magnificent 
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work in two volumes and is expected to 
go to press early this year. Authors are 
John Fasal, Bryan Goodman and Tom 
Clarke. | have seen Tom’s contribution (on 
the pre-Silver Ghost cars) and the scope 
of the new facts and pictures unearthed 
by Tom’s relentless research is quite 
staggering. But | digress. 

Without a Rolls-Royce to play with, 
Peter is naturally expecting serious 
withdrawal symptoms, especially having 
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driven his 1922 Silver Ghost (35TG) in 
‘Alpine 93’ following eight years of restor- 
ation work, bringing it back to its former 
glory after many years as a breakdown 
truck. He has therefore asked me to can- 
vass the possibility that one of our kind 
members with a spare pre-war Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley car needing some 
exercise and the tender loving care of a 
true enthusiast might lend it to him for the 
duration of his stay so that he can take 


Events List 


Branches 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


March 27 
April 17 
April 24 


September 3-8 


N.S.W. Annual Commemoration Run. 
Vic. & W.A. Annual Concours d'Elegance. 
N.S.W. Motoring event/Picnic, Mt. Tomah. 


A.C.T. ‘Beyond the Black Stump’ International 


Overlander from Canberra to the Federal Rally in 
Toowoomba, Queensland. Members of all 
Branches invited. 

Departing Sydney September 4. 


September 4-8 


N.S.W. Overlander to the Federal Rally in 


Toowoomba, Queensland. 


R.R.0.C.A./Silver Ghost Association 


Inaugural Australian ‘Wholly Ghost Tour’, 


36th Annual Federal Rally, Toowoomba, 


Queensland. Hosted by the Queensland Branch. 
Post-Rally Whitsunday Coast Tour follows. 


N.Z.7.R. & B.C. National A.G.M. and Rally. Hosted 


by the Southern Region at Kaikoura, New Zealand. 


R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and Concours, 


Althorp Park, Northamptonshire, U.K. 


Federal 
April 29-May 1 
Echuca, Victoria. 
September 9-12 
International 
April 22-25 
June 10-12 
July 26-30 


‘Continuing Elegance on Philadelphia's Main Line’ 


— the 43rd R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 
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part in R.R.O.C. activities. The car 
would, of course, be properly garaged 
and maintained. 

Any member entering into such an 
arrangement would, of course, have the 
reciprocal use of Peter's Silver Ghost or 
Twenty for similar purposes if they hap- 
pened to be attending Club events in the 
United Kingdom. Contact the Editor, 
please. 


International visitors 


A considerable number of visitors 
from four overseas countries have indi- 
cated their intention to attend this year’s 
Federal Rally in Toowoomba, Queens- 
land. Virtually all of these visitors are also 
planning to join the Overlander originat- 
ing in Canberra and proceeding via the 
Southern Highlands, Sydney, the Hunter 
Valley and the New England area to 
Toowoomba. 

It has occurred to the Overlander or- 
ganisers that the name Beyond the Black 
Stump could give rise to fears that this 
tour will involve driving in the outback or 
in rough terrain. | would like to make it 
clear that this is by no means the case. 
The name is used in a purely figurative 
sense, just like the ‘Gold Rush Tour’, 
which was not, obviously, a gold rush in 
the literal sense! All roads traversed will 
be user-friendly, uncrowded highways 
and by-ways through some of the more 
splendidly scenic regions of New South 
Wales and south-east Queensland, 
without venturing “beyond the Black 
Stump” — or for that matter anywhere 
near it — wherever that might be! 

Compared with the easy drive faced 
by members from the Club’s biggest 
population centres travelling to Wagga 
Wagga last year, the drive to Toowoomba 
is obviously considerably longer. How- 
ever, the Overlander is specifically 
designed to minimise the impact of this 
by building in short runs on certain days. 
The whole run is in any case so packed 
with interesting things to see and do that 
even the longer days are broken up into 
easily manageable sectors, even for pre- 
war cars and their drivers. 

Like the 1992 Gold Rush Tour and the 
Gold Rally, this Overlander and the 
‘Springfield Experience’ Federal Rally in 
Toowoomba are expected to provide a 
considerable boost to the already strong- 
ly developing relations with our overseas 
sister Clubs. For this reason, a luggage 
van will be provided to maximise the 
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Can we lure you up from down under? 


If so, the Yanks would delight in 
your presence at the 43rd Annual 
Meet — Continuing Elegance on 
Philadelphia's Main Line — to be 
held in the suburbs of Philadelphia, 
July 26th - 30th, 1994. 

The Meet will be five days of tour- 
ing on excellent winding roads past 
country estates, quaint churches and 
landscaped areas. For breakfast tours 
we’ll drive through Fairmount Park, 
one of the largest urban parks in the 
United States (and site of the Vintage 
Grand Prix), visit the Valley Forge Military Academy and the gracious Bryn Mawr 
College. Longer tours will show visitors the best of Lancaster, Bucks and Chester 
Counties including the Amish countryside, mansions of the railroad barons and 
some of the finest hunt country in the U.S. There will be nearly twenty technical 
seminars — quite literally something for every Rolls-Royce and Bentley en- 
thusiast — woodworking, racing Vintage Bentleys, Silver Shadow maintenance, 
electrical components, troubleshooting, even Rolls-Royce’s influence during our 
Art Deco period. 

On the social side, the Meet will live up to its elegant theme, with a sumptuous 
opening cocktail party, a gala fete co-hosted by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd and 
the Franklin Mint, and a splendid banquet. Trips are planned to Winterthur 
Museum of Antiques, a former home of the duPonts and to Longwood Gardens, 
one of the most renowned public gardens in the country. An informal ‘Bonnets 
Up’ party will show off the chassis advancements from Silver Ghost to Bentley 
Continental R and provide visitors with culinary tastes of Philadelphia. 

If you can bring your car, it will get plenty of exercise. If not, we'll assist in 
finding rides in R.R.O.C. members’ cars. Do try to come, we’re a friendly group 
and would enjoy showing you the sights. 


Bob Brod, 
Meet Chairman 


R.R.O.C. Inc. 43rd ANNUAL MEET, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Registration forms will accompany the March/April issue of 
FLYING LADY. If you do not receive the R.R.O.C. Inc. publication or 
would like a form sooner, please contact the Meet Chairman: 


Dr Robert Brod, 
28 Brookside Road, 
Wallingford, PA 19089 
United States of America 
Telephone 1-215-566-2121 or FAX 1-215-565-2975 


number of guest rider seats available in 
the cars. 

Members of all Branches are invited, 
so please consider coming along with us 
and enjoying a grand motoring ex- 
perience on the way to what promises to 


be a superlative Federal Rally, in the 
company of your fellow Club members 
from around the nation and interesting 
overseas guests. 


Martin Bennett 


Around the Branches 
Vic. 


Post-war coachbuilt Day, 
Sunday November 21, 1993 


Once again one can only describe as 
magnificent our outing to John & Jan 
Altmann’s delightful property 
‘Kangerong’. John And Jan are perfec- 
tionists to the ’nth degree when it comes 
to organisation and they even seem to 
have some influence over our weather 
patterns because, as usual, it was a love- 
ly sunny day (apparently it poured with 
rain the next day!) 

As usual the two barbecues were 
ready for us to cook our lunch and the 
Altmanns supplied the tables, chairs and 
umbrellas for people who hadn’t brought 
their own. They very kindly also provided 
us with wine, soft drinks, tea, coffee and 
biscuits as well as an urn of hot water. 

The popularity of these days at 
‘Kangerong’ is borne out by the number 
of cars and people in attendance. There 
were 69 Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars and a total of about 300 people. The 
theme for the day was “Post-war Coach- 
built Cars” and we thank the 16 members 
who made the effort to bring cars that 
fitted this category. 

At the customary time of 2.00 p.m. we 
were privileged to be spoken to by Martin 
Bennett (Editor of PRAECLARUM and 
an A.C.T. Branch member) on the topic 
of post-war coachbuilt cars, ably assisted 
by Geoff Down with some leading ques- 
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One of the stars of the day was undoubtedly this 1967 (not 1965 as stated in error in the last 
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issue) Phantom V H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward limousine (5VF155) owned by lan Tonks. The blue 
police light bears testimony to this magnificent motor car's earlier use as a Royal Tour car. Photo 


by Marilyn Stokes. 


tions from Gil Ralph. The talk was well 
received and provided enlightenment for 
us on these vehicles. 

Apart from being able to peruse all the 
cars, there were plenty of other activities 
available to us, including swimming, 
tennis, bush walks, trout fishing, garden 
tours (the gardens were looking mag- 
nificent — a testimony to Jan's hard and 
diligent work) and 4-wheel drive tours of 
the property in two of John’s 4WD 
vehicles including his new Toyota 
Sahara. 

We were very pleased to welcome our 
interstate visitors who were Martin & 
Manuela Bennett and Bryce Ronning 


Kate Lesser, Manuela Bennett and Fiona Bailey. 


(A.C.T.), Federal Secretary Wendy 
Friezer and, from Perth, Steve & Ruth 
Chan. We hope they enjoyed themselves 
as much as we did. (Absolutely! — Ed.) 

Altogether it was a wonderful day 
thoroughly enjoyed by all and we sin- 
cerely thank John & Jan for once again 
being perfect hosts and giving us the run 
of their property for the day. 


Marilyn Stokes, 


Editor, Victoria Branch Newsletter 


Photographs by the Editor, except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


2319 


1-94 


tn : 
1958 long wheelbase model with H.J.Mulliner limousine 


e 
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Silver Wraiths. Nearest the camera is Peter Habersberger 's 
coachwork (HLW48). Again, note the police light above the windscreen of this ex-government car, formerly used as 


appropriate and proper transport for royal visitors. On the left is Byron Dobson’s 1951 standard wheelbase car with 
Park Ward saloon coachwork (WOF4Q9). Photo by Marilyn Stokes. 


The early Camargues were also built by Mulliner Park Ward but later 
ones, like this 1984 example (AJE08943) owned by John Wilson, were 


produced on a special line at Crewe. 


Sa ta 


Ralph Plarre’s 1972 Corniche Convertible (DRH14671). A Mulliner Park 
Ward classic which, in its series |V appellation, is still in production at 


Crewe today. 


Herb Lesser’s 1984 Corniche Convertible (ADE07815) and Graham McCall's 1957 Bentley Continental S1 H.J.Mulliner 
two-door saloon (BC 16CH). Photo by Graham Cornish. 
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from left to right: the nose of lan Dodd's 1955 S1 Roger Fry drophead coupé (B364AN), Ralph Plarre’s 1972 Corniche Convertible 
(DRH14671), Russell Burge's 1952 Silver Wraith Hooper touring limousine (WVH32) and Murray Dewar's 1953 R-type Continental (BC25B). Below: 
a closer look at BC25B. 


Below: a brace of 1926 Twenties. On the left is GOK74 owned by George Forbes (see article this issue) and on the right, GYK47 owned by Terry 
Bruce and driven by the Editor. On the right of the picture are Bryce Ronning (A.C.T.) and Steve Chan (W.A.) 
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Christmas Picnic, 
Sunday December 12, 1993 


Cars assembled at Sir Lewis Cohen 
Avenue in the parklands of South 
Adelaide. The company proceeded 
along South Terrace to East Terrace, to 
North Terrace, then along Hackney 
Road, Hackney, to North Adelaide’s 
Melbourne, Jeffcott and O'Connell 
Streets, back through the “square mile” 
of South Adelaide and on through the 
southern suburbs via King William Road, 
Victoria Avenue, Cross Road and Fullar- 
ton Road to ‘Carrick Hill’, Springfield. 
Here, on this perfect, sunny day the 
elegant cars parked ‘neath tall, shady 
trees. 

We all seem to be pretty good talkers 
and relaxing conversations were the 
order of the day, prior to, during and after 
our picnic lunch. Many availed themsel- 
ves of the opportunity to wander through 
the beautiful gardens and look through 
the magnificent Tudor-style ‘Carrick Hill’ 
mansion, inspecting its fine furnishings 
and art works. South Australia is indeed 
fortunate in having had all this be- 
queathed to the State by the patriotic and 
benevolent Sir Edward and Lady 
Haywood. 

My camera and calculations indicate 
that more than 20 cars were present. 
Included were seven Silver Ghosts (of 
Brian Macmahon, Charles Wright, Peter 
Cox, Ray Pank, David Heuzenroeder, 
Eric Rainsford and Rory Poland). Oliver 
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Charles Wright's 1911 Silver Ghost, chassis 1524 “The Dreamer”. 


1524: Owner Charles Wright at the wheel. Note the traditional nameplate on the firewall. 


=O 
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Mayo’s striking Vanvooren-bodied 
Twenty was there (driven by Jamie 
Sandford-Morgan). The rest compriseda 
Silver Dawn, a Silver Cloud, seven Silver 
Shadows, a Corniche, a Silver Spur, two 
Bentley Mk Vis, an R-type, a Continental 
$1 and an S3. 

Brian Macmahon suffered a stroke 
last year and we're all delighted to have 
him back at our events. Brian made his 
reappearance at our Technical Evening 
in November and he and his Silver Ghost 
joined the merriment of our Christmas 
Picnic, Gavin Sandford-Morgan kindly 
driving the Ghost. 

It was a very enjoyable day, everyone 

: ae seeming to be in high spirits. | was a late 
Oliver Mayo’s 1925 Twenty (GPK43). The very unusual pillarless saloon coachwork dates from starter and my thanks are due to Rory & 
1932 and was built by the French coachbuilder Vanvooren. The last of the 20 h.p. cars (1929) Liz Poland for bringing the Ghost all the 
had vertical radiator shutters and this earlier car has evidently been retrostectively fitted with way to Brighton to pick me up and to 
that feature, possibly at the same time the replacement body was fitted. 


David & Caroline Carroll for bringing me 
home in their Shadow. 
Photographs by John Bull 

John Bull, Editor, 
South Australia Branch Newsletter 


Kim Sawer's 1950 Silver D. wn (SCAG 1). 1958 Bentiey Continental S1 two-door saloon by H.J.Mulliner (BC26EL). 


Owner: Dick Perkins. 


Branch President David Heuzenroeder’s 1921 Silver Ghost tourer by H.J.Mulliner (143AG). 
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‘Phil’ the Phantom 


— the search for the “Perfect Car” 


Having been an interested party in 
owning a second classic vehicle for some 
time, I was seeking a challenge. The pur- 
chase of our S2 Bentley (B32CU) in 
Melbourne in 1984 had resulted in the 
vehicle being partially restored and it was 
decided it was appropriate that the next car 
should be a Rolls-Royce. We had a Silver 
Shadow (SRH14759) but on living over- 
seas, sold it rather than keep it in storage 
— an error in judgement — the correction 
was about to occur. 

The dilemma facing us for this decision 
was that Merilyn would be happy driving 
‘Betsy’ (B32CU), but that it was not in my 
nature to have a car that did not have a 
reasonable cruising speed. On a recent 
Rally to Albany W.A. with two Ghosts 
(Con Keogh, Jeremy Greene) I had 
patience tested at 50 mph. While I was 
patient at 50 mph for 4 hours, once we 
reached Mt Barker speed and the open road 
had its calling and Betsy was given a 
smooth run into Albany, at times cruising 
at “the ton” and purring quietly. As most 
of the members in the W.A. Branch are 
aware, I began the search. In a concerted 
effort to become fully involved with both 
a new purchase and the marque, I also 
nominated and was elected as a junior 
committee member. Now things were 
serious, 

Many hours were spent seeking advice 
and also reading the known articles and 
books on the marque. The Lawrence Dal- 
ton books were most helpful along with 
many others. I joined R.R.E.C. of the U.K. 
and for anyone who is taking this step into 
a “serious” vehicle, membership is a must. 
Not only is Emma Newton (Tel: 
44-32733-489, Fax: 44-32733-797) of sig- 
nificant assistance, but the price of items 
is 20%-25% lower than direct purchase 
from major booksellers. In Australia the 
most valuable source of books and refer- 
ences is AUTOMOTO BOOKS, 154 
Clarence Street, Sydney, N.S.W., although 
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Mark H. Babidge (W.A.) 


books available here are mainly available 
from the R.R.E.C. Hunt House mail order 
list. 

The next decision was after making the 
move to purchase, how would I make it 
known to the world I was interested? 
Having not recently won the lottery, there 
was a limit on the initial purchase price of 
$100,000, give or take 10%. Knowing that 
whatever was decided with ‘Betsy’ firmly 
parked in the garage, there was also an 
upper limit on investment in vehicles of 
$250,000 — one must keep these things in 
perspective! The second parameter was 
that since this small “toy division” was a 
luxury, all funding should be cash not bor- 
rowings. On this basis, the usual practice 
of the young bull at high speed into the 
paddock had to be curtailed!! This project 
was going to be into years not months. 
Quite an unusual experience of the writer. 
It was now November 1991. 

The research began. To try to assess the 
future “damage bill” I began researching 
issues of PRAECLARUM from 1984. 
This would give me an idea of the 
Australian market place and also the 
availability and number of vehicles. I was 
soon to learn that not all vehicles owned 
by Club members were listed and certainly 
there are a significant number of new 
entries into Australia. My references were 
the R.R.O.C. of Australia 1983 and 1989 
registers. Maybe when the new register 
arrives it will bring some surprises. 

The next step after PRAECLARUM 
was to join R.R.E.C. and to receive the 
current issues of “The Advertiser”. This 
proved extremely helpful. I was over en- 
thusiastic and faxed off to London where 
there was no price quoted. The first was a 
Phantom II. Brewster “Croydon” 
(261AJS) previously owned by Charlie 
Chaplin. A superb motor car but £175,000 
at the rate of exchange $A416,000 — 
oops! 

I began to more carefully select my list 


of inquiry and as a result, ] then began 
listing certain details as well as the 
likelihood of purchase. I will digress brief- 
ly here to list some of the English vehicles 


1937 Pill Thrupp & Maberly 
£29,500/ $70,000 


1929 Pll Thrupp & Maberly Limousine 
£35,000/$83,300 


4930 Pll running chassis £9,750/$23,200 


1922 Silver Ghost Hooper Saloon (43KG) 
£67,500/$160,750 


1928 Springfield Pl poor condition 
£26 ,000/$61 ,900 


1928 P| Hooper Sedanca 
£59,950/$ 142,000 


1929 Springfield P| Brewster Sedanca 
£56,500/$134,500 


1937 PIIl Windovers Sedanca 
£39,950/$95,000 


1924 Silver Ghost two-seater Coupé 
£49,950/$119,000 


1934 Pll Hooper Sedanca 
£38,000/$90,500 


1934 PIl Thrupp & Maberly 
£32,500/$77,500 


1937 Plli Windovers (8CP163), needs 
restoration, £16,000/$38,000 


1937 Pill Windovers (3CM149) needs full 
restoration £28,000/$66,500 


1937 PHI Thrupp & Maberly 
£26,000/$61,900 


1931 Pll Brewster Croydon LHD 
£60,500/$ 142,000 


1932 PII Hooper Limousine concours 
£33,000/$78,500 


1928 Springfield P| Brewster 
£26,500/$63, 100 


1931 Pll 130° Brewster £29,500/$70,250 
1929 P! Sedanca £56,500/$134,500 


All these prices were Feb/March 1992 


for sale, as it will provide a “dip-stick” in 
time. At the point of enquiry the U.K. 
Pound was a little stronger at the rate of 
$Al1 = 42 pence. 

Quite a range of vehicles and yet noth- 
ing in the list that I could get a “buzz” from. 
Having corresponded with a number of the 
owners, it was disappointing to find that a 
lot of vehicles did not have the original 
mascot, a lot had negligible record or his- 
tory and the majority of vehicles were not 
“as original” and had substituted parts or 
were not as delivered. In the PI and PII 
area, which was the obvious area of most 
interest, the change to 20" or 19" wheels 
on vehicles that were delivered with 21" 
was astounding. Presumably the cost of 
21" tyres is a factor. 

The next stop was to begin the true 
search in Australia, but it was also time to 
pause and revisit the needs of the owner- 
driver before the wrong decision was 
made. With my small body at 194cm and 
130kg and the results of too much red wine 
and a long rowing and rugby career behind 
me, the body was not going to fit into the 
car! Now was the time to consult the body 
builder extraordinaire of Australia — 
Roger Fry — so lucky he is in W.A. 

A series of visits to the workshop, plus 
a couple of long discussions ensued. The 
decisions now needed to be taken so that 
real progress could be made. The field was 
narrowed down to a vintage vehicle, it had 
to be a red badge which meant Phantom I 
or early Phantom II. The next decision was 
that unless I could purchase a vehicle that 
was able to have the front seats moved 
back 5" to 7", then the body would have to 
go. The car was then to be either a body 
with moveable front seats or a chassis only. 
This started to narrow the challenge. 

Roger also discussed with me my speed 
desires. With the parameter of reasonable 
open road driving of 65-70 mph without 
placing a strain on the vehicle, it was 
decided that a Silver Ghost was not a 
proposition. (Some Silver Ghost owners 
would argue with this! — Ed.) While price 
was one consideration, from the research, 
it would have been possible within my 
range. The 20 h.p. was definitely out of the 
question as it was too slow. We seriously 
considered a Phantom II, but because I 
desired total “‘as delivered” status, the V12 
engine lurked in the background as a prob- 
lem. It would be a brave move to take on 
both a full restoration as well as a complete 
V12 engine overhaul. I had read the horror 
stories of the PIII and so that decision was 
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easily made — no Phantom III. 

The next requirement was that the 
vehicle was to be as original as possible 
and with as much of the original delivered 
equipment with it. After all the research , 
it was obvious that if someone had per- 
severed with 21" wheels or had the original 
mascot, the rest would follow. In almost 
every case I looked at, if the original Sykes 
mascot was missing, then the car would 
show other signs of being “unloved”. 
While this may at first seem a little irra- 
tional, it was being locked into my thought 
and search process. It was now July 1992 
and I was becoming a little impatient — 8 
months and nothing — but good things 
take time! So far in my search list, I had 
reviewed a total of 45 vehicles. The next 
item was to list all those vehicles in 
Australia that were either thought to be for 
sale or actually advertised as such. 

This is where with the help of Robert 
McDermott and David Ekberg of R.A. 
McDermott & Co, Melbourne, was invalu- 
able. The search began in earnest. I then 
produced my master list for Australia. 
Again for the record and to give fellow 
members the Australian “dip stick” —July 
1992. 

Somewhat in desperation, I submitted 


1929 Pll Victor Broome Saloon $70,000 
1937 Pil French body (8BT3) $65,000 
1937 PIll ex-U.S. import $72,400 


1933 Pll Hooper Limousine (12MY) 
$78,000 


1929 PIl chassis — part rebuild (61WJ) 
NFS? 


1920 Silver Ghost (15TW) $120,000 
1930 Pll chassis LWB (99Wu) $45,000 
1928 PIl Heytsbury (69EX) est. $140,000 


1924 Silver Ghost Park Ward Tourer 
(382LM) $150,000 


1934 Pll Thrupp & Maberly Sedanca 
(93TA) $85,000 


1923 Silver Ghost Limousine de Ville 
(62LK) $125,000 


1922 Silver Ghost Roadster (70SG) 
$100,000 


1926 P| chassis LWB (86GN) $50,000 


1929 Pll LWB Limousine (8GN) 
$NZ130,000 


1926 Pi chassis LWB 45SC $45,000 


1928 PI chassis — restored (34LF) 
$52,500 
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an advertisement for PRAECLARUM and 
a couple of other vehicles were notified. At 
the same time, I also became a subscriber 
to “Unique Cars” — at $4.50 a month a 
wealth of information, but unfortunately 
mainly modern vehicles. 

This now presented a problem as I had 
to narrow the choices to either a PI ora PII. 
The decision was then to look at the engine 
and decide on the iron head or aluminium 
head and the consequences of maybe 
having a major engine overhaul, as well as 
acomplete restoration! Now it was time to 
visit my mentor in Fred Robinson, who had 
patiently been trying to convince me to be 
a Silver Ghost owner, not a PI or PII owner. 
Many detailed discussions again ensued 
and a time of doubt was re-visited but 
resulted in an iron head decision. 

It was at this point I had information on 
the aluminium head in the later model PI 
and PII. While I was aware of the better 
performance with the aluminium head I 
was also made fully aware of the cost of 
replacing a head should it be cracked. As 
was the case with 86GN a new head was 
installed and I believe that little change 
came forward from $8,000. I was therefore 
persuaded to look at a PI seriously! 

Further reading and review of my 
books occurred as I tried to focus the 
decision. Another review of prices with the 
exchange rate of $Al = 0.48p and the 
R.R.E.C. “Advertisers” given another 
look. 


1922 Silver Ghost Hooper Limousine 
(43KG) £55,0/0 $114,600 


1936 PIII Mulliner Sedanca (3AZ176) 
£57 ,000/$118,700 


1937 Pill Thrupp & Maberly Landaulette 


(3BT135) £53,000/$1 10,400 


1938 PIII Mulliner saloon (3CM97) 
£38,000/$79, 100 


1937 PIll Windovers limousine (8CP 164) 
£13,000/$27 ,000 


The interest here for Silver Ghost 
lovers was 43KG had fallen in price in 8 
months from £67,500 to £55,000 but due 
to exchange rate $A114,600 — but I had 
already made a decision it was going to be 
a PI or PII. 

It was about this time that I was spend- 
ing more time on the S2 and as a result had 
a session with Neil McLean of Neil 
McLean Automotives, Midvale, who 
mentioned that a Phantom II owner had 
called in to see him in 1990 looking for 
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some spark plugs. The car was in the 
Parkerville area (Hills district outside 
Perth) and that Neil thought it was for sale. 

On further discussion with Roger Fry, 
he also remembered the vehicle and had 
seen it in 1990 as well. The search then 
increased and there was now an interest 
that had a possibility closer to home. In the 
meantime, I was also made aware of a PI 
in Sydney, 45SC, which was available 
through Brian McMillan Prestige, a U.S. 
import that had a lot going for it. The 
chassis was clean with all the instruments 
fully overhauled and considerable restora- 
tion of the Autovac and other items were 
complete. A trip to Sydney ensued and a 
full inspection carried out. Still no word 
about the vehicle in the Perth Hills. 

The time spent with Brian McMillan 
was excellent. Even though I made Brian 
aware that I was an “interested” buyer 
without full commitment he made avail- 
able a full morning of his busy and 
valuable time to accompany me to inspect 
the vehicle. At the same time an overview 
visit in his workshops was a real eye- 
opener as to quality workmanship. 

David Ekberg of McDermott’s also 
called and 86GN appeared on the scene but 
Thad then to try to visit Melbourne, as part 
of the vehicle was in storage in Melbourne 
but the accessories, radiator and a number 
of parts were in Sydney. 

At this point another vehicle was 
notified, 34LF, in Melbourne and it was a 
chassis owned by Darren Overend — from 
whom I had bought the S2 — what a 
coincidence. I was about to confirm with 
Darren my very special interest but he 
called to say he had offered it to another 
party and when my interest was shown, the 
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69EF on the way home. Note the partially constructed body which came with the chassis. 


offer from the other party was increased 
and the vehicle sold. After almost 14 
months, so near and yet so far. I had a 
period of remorse as I knew Darren’s love 
for restoration and it was a blow to the 
search. 

I then arranged to see 86GN, an excel- 
lent chassis with motor restoration that 
was up to concours standard — as ex- 
pected from McDermott’s — and my 
excitement was reborn. The vehicle had a 
partly established two-door tourer body 
and the chassis was complete. I began to 
look very hard at the reference books and 
the thought process of body building 
began. 

It was at this stage that the address and 
owner’s phone number was found for the 
car in the Perth Hills. Roger Fry accom- 
panied me to the site and it was something 
that all vehicle lovers dream about. The 
vehicle was on blocks and stored in a farm 
shed, as expected, covered in cobwebs and 
full of the treasures that only dreams are 
made of. 

Roger and I then crawled over the chas- 
sis for about an hour and as each minute 
passed the excitement mounted. It was 
painfully obvious to me that if I showed 
too much excitement then the owner, who 
was a reluctant vendor, would be a little 
overwhelmed and may shut the door. On 
reflection both of us were a little hesitant. 
I knew if Roger and I stayed too long it 
would not work, so after about an hour we 
left. 

Needless to say it was difficult not to 
show excitement in this find and two 
weeks later I was back at Parkerville. This 
time I had a camera and had completed 
detailed reading of my references so that 


as an inexperienced prospective PI owner 
I knew what to look for and, more impor- 
tantly, where to find it. This was made 
much easier by the owner as he knew 
where to locate everything. 

Upon the search of chassis, bonnet, in- 
struments, etc., the chassis number 69EF 
was “discovered”. The vehicle had all six 
21" wheels, original bonnet and all instru- 
ments intact. In a box in the rear of the 
vehicle were door catches, hinges, window 
mechanisms and mudguard struts. In 
another box all the Lucas lights, side lights 
and even the original single diver’s bell 
lantern, interchangeable for Continental 
driving! 

The owner’s father was a collector in 
the early ‘forties and had in his stable a 
Silver Wraith, a Silver Ghost, another PI 
and 69EF. In another box in the rear of the 
vehicle were valve springs, fittings, as- 
sorted oil caps, nuts, bolts and a sealed wax 
paper parcel. This was to reveal a spare 
magneto for the vehicle along with a spare 
speedo cable and assorted other cables. 
The side of the car had old carpet and 
underfelt piled against it and a few more 
boxes were found under this pile. Ap- 
propriately a wooden Johnnie Walker box, 
contained two wheel spanners, one for the 
PI and one for a Silver Ghost. Along with 
these were an assortment of *C’ spanners 
and two oil guns as well as a brass grease 
gun. A small brass oil gun was at the 
bottom of the box along with some other 
tools. In a very old cardboard box further 
parts were found ... what treasures! 

Just as I felt the end of this treasure hunt 
had been completed a series of other parts 
was declared by the owner. The original 
carry rack for the rear of the vehicle (max- 


imum weight 50 Ibs) and a special running 
board carriage grid (maximum load | cwt) 
was also present. Both these items were 
confirmed as original delivery items when 
the Chassis cards arrived from the 
R.R.E.C. 

The previous owner, aware of the need 
to keep the engine turned over, had done 
so religiously for many years. I was to find 
out later that this had occurred every 
month for the past 24 years while it had 
been in his possession and for 16 years 
prior to that the car had also been main- 
tained in a running order. 

Now the test was to negotiate the terms 
of sale. Obviously with a family member 
of some 40 years standing, the parting of 
ways was not going to be easy. That 
negotiation took some six weeks and a lot 
of deep thinking on behalf of both parties. 
A decision was finally reached on not only 
price but an undertaking by myself to 
“faithfully restore the vehicle” and keep 
the previous owner informed of the 
progress. That was a simple and enjoyable 
promise to undertake as it was exactly 
what I had in mind. 

The next milestone was to pick up the 
vehicle and hope that as a final prize it 
would start, run and be driveable. The day 
of transfer arrived and accompanied by a 
flat top, we set out from Perth to pick up 
69EF. 

On arrival at Parkerville the shed was 
found to be locked!!! My heart was in my 
mouth ... a change of mind? All part of the 
surprise. Within 5 minutes the door of the 
shed was pulled open and out drove 69EF. 
The vehicle had been cleaned off, tyres 
pumped up and started prior to arrival. I 
was then invited to take a “run around the 
block” in my new vehicle. This was magic 
— after 20 plus years, the car was off and 
away — only with Rolls-Royce is this 
possible! 

One cannot explain the joy of riding on 
the chassis for the first time and my mind 
was travelling at six times the speed of the 
car as to what I would be doing in 3 - 4 
years from that time. Prior to final hand- 
over we went through the items that came 
with the vehicle. 69EF had a few more 
surprises in store. A couple of extra items 
we had not discussed appeared. There were 
two, yes two, sets of rear limousine 
jumpseats that were part of the sale. In the 
tyre department, apart from the tyres on the 
car, inclusive of the two new spare tyres 
were an extra two 21" Dunlops, almost as 
though they had still been wrapped in their 
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yellow wax/oil wrapping, all black and 
shiny. A full set of four wheel hubs plus 
three spare rims. Also appeared a winding 
mechanism for an adjustable front seat. 
Finally the items that completed the 
surprises for the day arrived. The mascot 
was presented, all polished, along with the 
original handbook for 69EF and to cap it 
all, the passenger side bonnet was raised to 
reveal that the Lucas No 10 oiler was in 
place in its holder at the side of the engine. 

Not only did 69EF drive well but it was 
as though it was saying farewell to the 
family. An overcast day burst into full 
sunshine as 69EF was loaded onto the flat- 
top. 

As I have now received the Chassis 
cards from the R.R.E.C. and have com- 
pletely checked the chassis, only one, yes 
one, item is missing on the vehicle as 
delivered — the left-hand side rear shock 
absorber. All other items are accounted 
for. 

In my follow up research, the owner of 
the vehicle Steven Royce Shores was 
given the car by his father, Trevor Shores. 
Trevor was a prolific collector of Rolls- 
Royce cars, having at one time had four 
Silver Ghosts, two Phantom Is (the other 
98DC now owned by Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan) a 20 h.p., a Phantom II and a 
Silver Wraith. I have been attempting to 
find out more details of the prior owner- 
ship/current ownership of these vehicles 
and will keep those who wish to know 
informed. 

The search was a most enjoyable 15 
months of my life. I have been consider- 
ably enriched by the advice, assistance and 


At home in the driveway and the first tentative steps in the restoration commenced. 
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free giving comments from Roger Fry, 
Fred Robinson, Con Keogh, Neil McLean, 
Robert McDermott, David Ekberg, Brian 
McMillan and all the owners of vehicles 
that I have inspected or questioned in the 
time of my search. The pleasure with 
which knowledge has been imparted is 
something that is such a fabulous ex- 
perience. My thirst for knowledge of 
Phantom I vehicles is now so great, not 
only to undertake the task ahead, but to be 
able to share it with others, that it is undeni- 
able that 69EF from here on known as 
“Phil” the Phantom is anew member of our 
family. 

From the research so far the owners and 
history are as follows : 


8 April 1927: delivered to Gill's motor 
body works, Double Landaulette body 
fitted. 


21 June 1927: Viscountess Harcourt, 
69 Brook Street, London W1. (Returned 
to Company for re-sale May 1933). 


16 May 1934: W. Hayward Esq., 
c/o John Martin & Co., Adelaide, S.A. 


Mr Edwards, Ainslie, A.C.T. 


March 1952: S.R. Shores Esq,., 
Canberra, then Parkerville, W.A. 


February 1993: Mark Babidge, 
Applecross, W.A. 


¥ 


Photographs from the author 
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After arrival in Wagga Wagga, outside Rally Headquarter, Lachlan Ely's 1921 Silver Ghost (76/G). The Jackson, Jones 


& Collins limousine coachwork is of rather later construction and started life on a Phantom | chassis. Photo by Brian 


McDonald (A.C.T.) 


Country Hospitality Tour 


George Forbes (Vic.), after reading and 
hearing about the 1992 Gold Rush Tour to 
Ballarat, decided to organise a tour from 
Melbourne to the Wagga Wagga Federal 
Rally. Rather than “re-invent the wheel’, it 
was decided that this tour would 
substantially follow, in reverse, part of the 
Gold Rush Tour route, though some 
interesting variations were introduced. The 
degree of success with which this was 
achieved is self-evident in this article. 


The Tour commenced with the assemb- 
ly of most participants at Albert Park Lake 
at 0930 on Monday morning, then follow- 
ing the scenic route out of town via the 
banks of the Yarra. Hair-raising moments 
for one or two as various local inhabitants 
tried to either “race” or “collect” their cars. 

Lunch at Domaine Chandon included a 
tour of the winery. 


September 27th-30th, 1993 


by Wendy Bootle (Vic.) 


B30FG arrived in solitary splendour at 
Healesville Sanctuary, having taken the 
“cross-country” route from Riddell’s 
Creek via Wallan and Kinglake through 
rolling green countryside and brilliant sun- 
shine for a leisurely hour and a half run. 
Came out of the car park to spot our first 
Rolls-Royce and Bentleys for the trip — 
eleven of them lined up in the spring sun- 
shine under the watchful eye of Tony 
Costa. 

We adjourned to the RACV Country 
Club to settle in and prepare for the “get to 
know you” dinner. A really enjoyable 
evening chatting around the tables. By this 
time most travellers had become aware 


" This ‘chook’ was born with a deformed 
beak, making it unable to peck, so Wendy 
has hand-reared it for the last two years. It 
follows her everywhere. 


that B30FG had an extra passenger in the 
form of a pet “chook”*, in a cage firmly 
strapped to the back seat, who was prompt- 
ly dubbed “Gaspard”. Several suggestions 
were made that she ought to be part of the 
dinner! 

Day two again dawned bright and clear 
for our meander through the mountains to 
Mansfield. A few adventurers decided to 
try the shorter, more challenging route 
south of Eildon but the majority chose the 
northerly route via Alexandra and Bonnie 
Doon. Ed and Judy Porte in their 51 Silver 
Dawn were caught just north west of 
Cathedral Mountain. 

Luncheon at the historic Delatite 
Homestead was appreciated for the mag- 
nificence of the house and gardens. 

All assembled again in Beechworth, 
where dinner was planned at the Hibernian 
Hotel, a typical country pub dating from 
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The above series of photographs shows the Tour cars hi ed up outside the Tintaldra pub, right on the Murray before crossing into New South Wales. 
They are, from left to right: B33GT (Collins), SDB 102 (Porte), B30FG (Bootle), DLW25 (Stokes), the publican’s Crossley, SAE467 (Rolls), 2320E 
(Altmann), GOK74 (Forbes), 76JG (Ely), B18ODF (Gengoult-Smith), DRH21007 (Costa), GUN26 (Smith), B25KL (Silveston), B102HR (Johnston). 


2320E and DLW25 at Delatite Homestead with, from left to right, John Altmann, Paul Stokes and 
Tony Costa. 


Country Hospitality Tourists 


John & Jan ALTMANN 

Denis, Joan and Wendy BOOTLE 
Christopher & Bernadette COLLINS 
Tony, Frances and Catherine COSTA 
Lachlan ELY 

George FORBES & Fiona BAILEY 
Norman & Jillian GENGOULT-SMITH 
Greg JOHNSTON 

Herb & Kate LESSER 

Ed & Judy PORTE 

Russell, Heather, Russell and Holly ROLLS 
Paul SILVESTON 

John & Bev SMITH 

Paul & Marilyn STOKES 


1913 Silver Ghost (2320E) 
1964 Bentley S3 (B30FG) 
1951 Bentley Mk VI (B33GT) 
1975 Corniche (DRH21007) 
1921 Silver Ghost (76JG) 
1926 Twenty (GOK74) 

1963 Bentley S3 (B180DF) 
1950 Bentley Mk VI (B102HR) 
1984 Corniche (ADE07815) 
1951 Silver Dawn (SDB102) 
1962 Silver Cloud II (SAE467) 
1951 Bentley Mk VI (B25KL) 
1937 25/30 (GUN26) 

1954 Silver Wraith (DLW25) 


1868. A bistro meal was accompanied by 
a country singer “Lazy Harry”, who got 
everyone singing Give me a Home Among 
the Gum-trees. Judy Porte won a prize for 
her “rocking chair” and Joan Bootle one 
for “the best chook imitation” amid cries 
of “unfair advantage”. Several more verses 
were invented for J like to have a beer with 
Duncan, the best of which went something 
like this: 


“T'd like to have a red with Russell, 
I'd like to have a red with Russ, 

He sloshes it down without any fuss... 
.. I'd like to have a red with Russell, 
*Cause Russell’ s me mate!” 


Day three dawned cloudy and overcast 
as travellers slowly got themselves on the 
road. Our route, with some careful naviga- 
tion required, followed minor routes for 
the morning. Pulling into Tallangatta for 
fuel we thought, at first glance, that 
everyone had stopped for morning tea, 
only to find on closer inspection the 
Newcastle Car Club with thirty-odd most- 
ly American cars lined up along the main 
street. We were also held up slightly by 
some sheep along the road before catching 
up with George Forbes (a feat achieved by 
few. — Ed.) inthe ’26 20h.p. Skiff and two 
Mk VI Bentleys, down the Corryong Creek 
valley. 

We were joined for lunch by John & Jan 
Altmann, who were in their 1913 Silver 
Ghost tourer and Paul & Marilyn Stokes in 
the Altmann’s 1954 Silver Wraith. A spec- 
tacular display greeted us at the Tintaldra 
pub — thirteen proper cars with the 
Crossley belonging to the publican lined 
up outside. There was also an Alvis Silver 
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Eagle and several vintage and veteran 
motor cycles which were duly “dis- 
covered” and admired hiding in the garage 
and shed. 

A mistake in the interpretation of the 
navigation took B30FG over 18 km of the 
worst road imaginable — gravel 
downgraded from bitumen between 
Jingellic and Tumbarumba, including 7 
km of winding wash-ruts with blind 
comers, at an average speed of 20 km/h. 
We thought we’d never get there, but we 
eventually caught up with the last car of 
the group at Batlow, John & Bev Smith in 
their °37 25/30 enclosed limousine 
(GUN26, which went on to win Class 4 at 
Wagga Wagga). We stopped there for an 
apple and a break from the dreadful roads. 
Apparently rain and heavy log traffic over 
the past few months have worsened an 
already bad situation, the hardtop breaking 
up in many places. 

Driving on, we came across the other 
Bentley S3 on the trip, B180DF of Norman 
& Jillian Gengoult-Smith, stopped to offer 
help to Lachlan Ely in his 1921 Silver 
Ghost, who had been unfortunate enough 
to have had his spare wheel shaken loose 
from its mountings. The wheel had 
bounced down a 20 foot embankment with 
the centre cap of the wheel going under a 
following (non-Tour) car. Recovered, 
slightly bent, the spare was fixed in posi- 
tion with that universal Aussie panacea for 
broken cars — fencing wire. Fortunately, 
no body damage was sustained to the 
Ghost. The fixing nut was subsequently 
straightened by a garage at Tumut at no 
cost. 

Our last overnight stop was at Tumut 
where we were joined by a second 
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B30FG pauses to make way for the unhurried business of the countryside on the picturesque 
run from Beechworth to Tintalda in north eastern Victoria. 


Making ready to depart the overnight accommodation in Tumut. Clockwise from left are: Paul & 
Marilyn Stokes in DLW25 (owned by John Altmann), Lachlan Ely in 76JG, John & Jan Altmann 


in 2320E and George Forbes & Fiona Bailey in GOK74. True to form, in the absence of anything 
less than a deluge, George has shunned a raised hood! 


Corniche Convertible, that of Herb & Kate 
Lesser, bringing the car count to fourteen. 

We set off in convoy on day four to 
travel firstly from Tumut to Talbingo to 
see the Tumut 3 power station. In front of 
us Russell & Heather Rolls in their 1962 
Silver Cloud I with Russell Jnr and Holley 
back seat driving. A wonderful sight with 
the whole convoy of cars visible down 
some of the winding hills. The only 
wildlife of the trip, kangaroos and emus, 
were spotted in the hills above the Blower- 
ing Reservoir. The tour of the power 
station was awe-inspiring. The sense of 
power one felt standing within metres of a 
700 tonne generator as it came “on line” in 
a matter of a couple of minutes. Outside, 
some chuckles as John Altmann pulled his 
Ghost alongside the “National Engineer- 
ing Landmark” monument for a 
photograph. One wondered whether the 
power station, the car or the driver should 
be so labelled. (The car went on to win 
Class 1 at Wagga). 

Up to the dam at Talbingo for a final 
photocall, with the grey waters and blue- 
green hills of the surrounding Snowy 
Mountains in the background. Then, again, 
it was “spot the Rolls” as various cars 
stopped for morning tea, fuel or a leg- 
stretch along the way. Some kept going so 
as to be able to adequately sample the local 
‘watering holes’ before lunch in Adelong, 
a sleepy town dozing in the midday sun- 
shine. 

Then the final leg, 100 km into Wagga 
Wagga itself, dodging semi-trailers and 
road-works. Spotted the Stokes and 
Altmanns hill-climbing at a spanking pace 
for a 1913 motor car. 

Our arrival at Wagga ended a most 
enjoyable four day Tour, wonderful 
people, marvellous cars, superb scenery, 
perfect hospitality and faultless organisa- 
tion. All of us were loud in the praise for 
the effort that George Forbes had ex- 
pended to make this a memorable 
occasion. Thanks again, George. 


Photographs from the Author 
and Marilyn Stokes. 


¥ 


Right: Country Hospitality Tour participants 
photographed at Talbingo Reservoir by 
Marilyn Stokes. 
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A major and vital link in the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme, the Tumut 3 Power Station 
— the largest hydro-electric power station in the southern hemisphere. 


Station. 
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The weather on the drive home from last year’s Federa 
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! Rally in Wagga Wagga was somewhat inclement. John Bull 


(S.A.) has captured perfectly the imperturbability of the Skiff and its crew as it negotiates difficult waters, outboard 


motor at the ready! 


1926 Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. GOK74 


The story of a Boat-tailed Skiff 


George Forbes is the Club’s Federal 
Registrar. The following is an edited 
transcript of a talk given by George to the 
October 1993 monthly meeting of the 
Victoria Branch. 

We recently returned from the excel- 
lent A.C.T. Branch hosted Federal Rally in 
Wagga Wagga in my 20 h.p. Boat-Tailed 
Skiff. Through the floods on the Ovens, 
Broke and Murray Rivers it neatly showed 
its abilities. An outboard motor for the tail 
is now on order and Roger Fry is making 
a new pair of oars. 

The restoration of 20 h.p. Chassis 
GOK74 commenced in 1971 when I 
attained the age of 21 years and gained full 
time employment with a firm of Chartered 
Accountants after completing my tertiary 
education. 

For the preceeding five years I drove 
the then Martin & King saloon-bodied 
Twenty as often as possible. Events such 
as the R.R.O.C. two day rally in November 
1967 to Lorne would cause the Twenty to 
be off the road for some time whilst big- 
end bearings were remetalled. Tyres and 
tubes were a continual battle in those days, 


by George Forbes (Vic.) 


too. The second hand tyres which were the 
only ones I could afford, would often 
puncture or blow out. Off came the body, 
it was time to restore the chassis. 

From 1971 to 1973 restoration 
proceeded briskly and socially in my 
parents’ garage with interesting gatherings 
of friends in their early twenties. Front axle 
removed, stripped, rebearinged; shock 
absorbers reconditioned; front springs 
repaired and reset with new main leaves; 
wheels sand-blasted and finished in black 
baked enamel. The chassis from dumb 
irons to firewall was thoroughly hand 
cleaned, stripped of old paint and primed. 

Somehow, the social gatherings 
seemed to attract a greater proportion of 
young ladies until one night working away 
alone I thought I might also prefer the 
company of one of those young ladies to 
that of my 20 h.p. 

Nothing much further happened until 
June 1986 when the Annual Federal Rally 
was held in Shepparton and I was held in 
awe of the replica Franay coachwork by 
Roger Fry on a 4% Litre Derby Bentley 
owned by Peter Briggs. 


Between 1983 and 1987 I had been 
corresponding with various English 
coachbuilders but had little encourage- 
ment in their ability or style and was 
discouraged by quotations. 

Roger Fry came to Melbourne after the 
1986 Rally and long and detailed discus- 
sions ensued on the type and style of body 
required. Requirements included light 
weight, four-door European style (French 
or Spanish) touring coachwork with full 
weather equipment and ample storage for 
tools, tubes and fluids, passenger luggage, 
hood and side curtains. The restored car 
would be entered in concours after com- 
pletion then, being six wheel-equipped, 
devoted to long distance touring. 

It was decided at this point that the 
Melbourne agents of the Company, 
Kellow Falkiner Motors, would restore 
and recondition the engine and Roger Fry 
and his then partner Michael Rodstead 
would attend to body and chassis respec- 
tively. Estimates of costs of restoration and 
body compared most favourably with 
those of the U.K. restorers and the attrac- 
tions of Roger’s flair for attractive style 
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George was just a lad when he acquired GOK74. Like so many vintage Rolls-Royce cars, it had 
been “up-dated” in the late 1930s with new Martin & King saloon coachwork and modern fittings 
such as the kneeling type mascot seen in this September 1965 photograph. 


At Kellow Falkiner Motors in Melbourne. Engine out of chassis ready to commence overhaul. 
Chassis ready to send off to Perth. 


At Roger Fry's in Perth: wings made, body framed, ply-wood mock-ups of front and rear screens 
in place. December 1991. 
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and the comparitive proximity of Perth 
sealed my decision. I must add that those 
estimates of costs were not exceeded when 
the project was completed some six years 
later. 

The chassis was promptly transported 
to Kellow Falkiner Motors who removed 
and dismantled the engine before shipping 
the chassis to Perth — in July 1986. By 
November of that year Roger had travelled 
to the U.S.A. and photographed an 
Hispano-Suiza boat-tailed tourer by 
Kellner of Paris which he thought may be 
an appropriate style. I was thrilled. Low, 
sporty, elegant, light and stylish. But how 
could it be built on a four-wheel brake 
four-speed gearbox 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce 
chassis with its bulging scuttle to accom- 
modate the right-hand gear-change and 
handbrake? Further long-distance 
telephone discussions ensued on type of 
windscreen, style of mudguards, difficul- 
ties of accommodating four doors, decking 
of boat-tail body, difficulties of ingress and 
egress for passengers, exposure of rear 
Passengers to the elements with hood 
removed, etc. 

Many body styles were studied and 
various solutions to these problems 
evolved after long discussions. A rear cow] 
with twin demountable rear screens which 
could be raised solved a number of these 
concerns. Roger Fry’s ingenious hingeing 
of the four doors to open through 170 
degrees permits simple and convenient 
Passenger access. May 1987 saw Mike 
Rodstead depart the premises of Roger Fry 
relocating to the garage of York Motor 
Museum. The chassis at this stage was 
stripped, blasted and painted in primer, 
rear axle rebuilt but the chassis in many 
bits. Our indications at this stage were that 
Mike Rodstead would not complete the 
chassis restoration. 

Meanwhile, Kellows had completeded 
re-metalling of bearings, line-boring and 
rebored cylinders. The block was primed 
ready for painting. Perth was anxious for 
the engine. Kellows were slow, camshaft 
required regrinding and could only be 
done in the U.K. Okay, send cam for 
regrinding; order new followers and pins 
from Appleyards. 

Attempts to contact Mike Rodstead in 
February and March 1988 proved un- 
successful. Calls were not returned. Third 
party reports were to the effect that no 
progress had occurred on re-assembly of 
chassis. The time had come for some 
decisive action, hence a letter to Rodstead 
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made. July 1992. 


requesting shipment of the chassis to 
Roger Fry’s workshop and a visit to Perth 
to effect this decision. 

The visit established that the chassis 
components were cleaned and painted but 
the chassis was very much disassembled. 
The car had now been in W.A. for two 
years, 

Shortly after this visit, I was advised 
that Michael Rodstead had ceased trading 
and was no longer contactable. I wrote to 
Roger Fry and requested that he collect the 
disassembled chassis from York and com- 
plete the restoration. 

A third party, Mr Brian Williams who 
had apparently purchased Rodstead’s 
business, insisted on completing the 
restoration of GOK74 and refused to allow 
the car to be collected and taken to the 
Roger Fry workshop. My argument that I 
had no contract with Mr Williams fell on 
deaf ears and there was no recourse but to 
request the assistance of a prominent Perth 
Solicitor, who is also a Club member. 

Correspondence ensued and a Supreme 
Court writ was issued against Rodstead 
and the new owners, seeking delivery of 
the chassis. I again travelled to Perth in 
April 1989, was met by my solicitor friend 


Body panelled, timber decking completed, front and rear windscreens 
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at Perth Airport, from where we drove to 
York, met Roger Fry and collected the 
chassis. The twelve months just described 
was a particularly distressing period of the 
restoration. Few enjoy legal battles and I 
certainly am not one who does. 

Upon my return from Perth, Hamiltons 
had taken over the Rolls-Royce business 


A fine, correct 20 hp. type mascot is now fitted. 


of Kellow Falkiner Motors and advised 
that they are unable to complete the restor- 
ation of my 20 h.p. engine. 

Through personal recommendation, 
the disassembled engine was transported 
to the workshop of Brighton Automotive 
Pty Ltd, a company associated with Club 
member Gary Dubois, in May 1989. 


Very pretty — almost dainty — Marchal headlamps (incorporating extra bulbs for direction 


indicators) are now fitted, in total keeping with the European style of the coachwork. 
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The three configurations of GOK74. Top: rear screen removed. Centre: rear screen fitted. Bottom: 
Hood fitted. Full weather equipment in the form of ingeneously fitted side-screens is also 
provided. 
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Numerous parts had “gone missing” since 
the motor had been taken to Kellow 
Falkiner, including oil and water pumps, 
valve collets, parts of the vibration 
damper, etc. Many were able to be sup- 
plied by Appleyards, the oil pump was 
located in the top drawer of the desk of Mr 
Ken Aulich, Service Manager at Hamil- 
tons, and other parts made. 

The years are rolling by and in February 
1990 with the engine considered nearing 
completion, I again travelled to W.A. to 
inspect the chassis and take some 21 inch 
wheels across. Chassis assembly is 
proceeding. 

The motor is shipped in September 
1990 after extensive dynamometer testing, 
and Terry Bruce and I visit Perth in January 
1991 to view the chassis with engine in- 
stalled. Now, at long last, the chassis is 
taking shape although the body has not yet 
commenced. 

My good friend Terry and I had in the 
meantime, acquired and extensively refur- 
bished another 20 h.p., a 1927 chassis 
GUJ62 with original Martin & King Coupé 
coachwork. Being particularly impressed 
with Roger Fry’s coachwork, we shipped 
the Coupé to Perth for trimming, painting 
and dickey seat reconstruction. In time for 
the Federal Rally in Perth, September 
1991, the 20 h.p. coupé had been com- 
pleted and we presented that car at the 
Rally and joined the post-Rally tour of 
South Western Australia. 

Body construction on GOK74 com- 
menced immediately after the Federal 
Rally and within 10 days, when we 
returned to Perth, the front wings were 
taking an attractive shape and I was 
promised a completed car by the Ballarat 
Rally in September 1992. 

Many things occurred quickly in that 
last 10 months. Jewellery, including 
delightful Marchal Bullseye headlamps 
were acquired. These are of lightweight 
construction, having no separate reflector, 
have yellow bulbs in French style and 
incorporate turn indicators and parking 
lamps. 

January 1992 sees rear wings made; 
March, body skinned, doors hung, running 
boards and valances made. Invoices com- 
ing in and I am pleasantly surprised that 
they accord with the original estimates. 
Roger, in fact, advised that the original 
hourly rate quoted would apply even 
though that was five years previously. 

May 1992 sees timber decking com- 
pleted, hood bows designed, color decided 
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— being two burgundies — timber deck- 
ing with black chassis, wheels and hood. 
Wilton carpet is ordered from Bill Hirsch 
in New Jersey and delivered to Roger at 
$US66 per yard, 45" wide. Mirrors are 
selected and ordered. Roger now working 
on screens, frames, etc. 

August 1992 and we start to manufac- 
ture in Melbourne spare wheel retaining 
discs, oil nipples and caps, etc. Complete 
GOK47 with Boat-tailed Skiff coachwork 
arrived from Perth on Monday September 
14th, 1992 and Roger and Christine Fry 
accompanied by other Perth personalities 
arrive over the next two days. Our garage 
at home has never seen such activity with 
eight or ten people working on three con- 
cours entrants 20 hours per day for three 
days. These were Eric Cecil’s delightful 
4% Litre Derby Bentley with Roger Fry 
3-position drophead coachwork, the 20 
h.p. Skiff and my Corniche Convertible 
(DRH14553) which we had been prepar- 
ing at home for the past four months. 

All three cars eventually made it to 
Ballarat, two of which were having their 
first outing for many years. The dreadful 
weather driving to Ballarat showed the 
excellent waterproofing features of the 
hood and sidecurtains of the skiff. At the 
Federa Rally the skiff was awarded the 
Best Pre-War Car Trophy and the Overal 
Winner was the Eric Cecil 4% Litre 
Bentley (B155HM). 

Since its completion GOK47 has 
travelled 3,000 miles including attendance 
at the Beechworth and Berry (New South 
Wales) 20-Ghost Club rallies and last 
year’s R.R.O.C. Federal Rally at Wagga 
Wagga. Difficulties since restoration have 
included a cracked cylinder-head after silt 
and scale blocked the radiator. The 
dynamo was inoperative until a third field 
was wound and installed. The starter motor 
failed as a result of broken shaft due to 
omission of rear bearing in cap. The engine 
is still very tight but appears to be very 
gradually loosening. 

My great appreciation is extended to 
Roger Fry. A fine craftsman with the rare 
ability to build a body of eye-pleasing lines 
with flair and practicality. A fair and 
honest businessman who has shown great 
patience and consideration through a 
difficult restoration. f 


Photographs from the Author 
and the Editor. 


Drawings courtesy of John Bull 
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There is no folding hood in the conventional manner. Instead, lightweight hood bows are stowed 
in a locker above the near-side running board and the hood itself is folded under the front seat. 
Lachlan Ely is seen here removing the bows from their stowage locker. 


r 4 
~ a mee, mee 
GOK74 with delighted owner George Forbes and Fiona Bailey. 


Full weather equipment in place, GOK74 and crew are completely unfazed by heavy waters. 
This is John Bull's impression of the Skiff on the homeward voyage, uh...drive...from the Wagga 
Wagga Federal Rally. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Illustrated 


ERolls-Royce 


& Bentle 


“IMlustrated Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Buyer’s Guide”, by Paul R. Wouden- 
berg, 3rd Edition, 1993. Published by 
Motorbooks International, Osceola, Wis- 
consin, U.S.A. Softbound, 176 pp. 


There are fewer books devoted to 
covering the full range of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models than one might sup- 
pose and those that have been published 
are not always inexpensive, up to date or 
accessibly structured. Mr Woudenberg's 
book in its latest Edition is all of these 
things and a little more (see Note 1). It 
provides both a well laid-out introduction 
for newcomers to the subject and con- 
tributes some new details, opinions and 
photographs for those who would 
(wrongly) believe that such a volume 
would offer them nothing new. 

The format is usefully straightforward. 
The models are more or less divided into 
a chapter for each, in chronological order 
and reviewed under the headings 
‘History’, ‘Identification’, ‘Performance 
and Utility’, ‘Problem Areas’, ‘Special 
Coachwork’ and ‘Summary and 
Prospects’. A table follows with brief 
specifications, number produced and, 
commendably for this type of book, com- 
plete listings of all chassis series 
including year and major specification 
revisions. A selection of black & white 
photographs is included drawn from a 
number of sources, offering a good 
variety of both standard reference shots 


2336 


PRACLARVM 


and of cars never previously 
photographed. Mostly they are identified 
by chassis number and one suspects 
that where none is quoted it was not 
possible for the author (or anyone else) 
to determine the chassis number. How- 
ever, aS some of these shots are 
contemporary photographs of cars up to 
and including the current range of Com- 
pany demonstrator cars the question can 
be idly put as to whether anyone has ever 
noted the numbers of such factory cars 
for posterity. 

There is also a novel feature in this 
book, which is the assigning of an invest- 
ment rating to each model. Guaranteed 
to provoke discussion amongst ex- 
perienced enthusists, it perhaps 
demonstrates one of the book's editorial 
underpinnings. There is frequent com- 
ment in the text as to the future values of 
individual models and body styles and 
most of it to this reviewer seems soundly 
based. Perhaps unwisely, though, actual 
figures are sometimes quoted, but it must 
be agreed that one of the many 
pleasures to be obtained from the hobby 
is speculating on future values, even if 
such speculation is confined to armchair 
discussions with fellow enthusists. 

For the record, two Rolls-Royce 
models are awarded five star investment 
ratings — the veteran Silver Ghost and 
the Phantom IV. No fewer than four 
“W.O.” Bentley models receive the same 
accolade. The Bentley Continental R and 
post-1984 Continental convertible each 
receives three stars, rating equally with 
the S1 Continental and Corniche con- 
vertible and above all other post-war cars 
with the exception of the R-type Con- 
tinental (to be expected) and the 
Camargue (which is given four stars and 
predicted to become a “prime collec- 
tible”, which may get some readers to 
pause). 

A book of this size must remain 
necessarily limited in the information it 
can impart. It is a virtue that only that 
which is pertinent is included and one 
can always look elsewhere for greater 
detail. There are some omissions, how- 


aver, that might have improved the book. 
The bibliography with useful comments 
and the lists of clubs and recommended 
dealers and parts sources from the 
Second Edition have been unnecessarily 
deleted, replaced unsatisfactorily with an 
index that really only repeats the con- 
tents page. The very valuable “Summary 
of Body Builders” (though this reviewer 
suggests that the term “coachbuilders” 
might be less subject to interpretation!) in 
the Bentley Mk VI chapter, contributed by 
Klaus-Josef RoBfeldt, suggests that the 
book would be more useful as a primary 
reference if similar information had been 
provided for the other models (see Note 
2). It could also be suggested that a book 
concerned with investment might have 
referred to some of the limited edition 
cars built in recent years such as the 
Silver Spur Centenary and most recently 
the Corniche IV Anniversary Edition. 
There are also a few typographical 
errors but of course there should be 
none. There are also errors of fact such 
as the claim that Phantom VI rear doors 
opened to the rear as compared to those 
of the Phantom V which opened to the 
front. This is not a point of identification 
as early Phantom VI cars (up to 1972) 
were in fact the same as the Phantom V 
in this respect as readers who have in- 
spected PRH4616 in Melbourne or any 
one of several early PVIs in Australia 
would know (see Note 3). Three different 
years are given in different places for the 
introduction of the Silver Shadow 
Drophead Coupé (it was 1967). The 
author has also been caught out in revis- 
ing this Third Edition. He just got the 
new-for-1993 Bentley Brooklands into 
the tables and photos for the chapter 
“Bentley 1981 - ” but has omitted any 
mention of it in the text and in the post- 
1980 chassis number explanation table 
which is otherwise comprehensively and 
intelligently laid out as one might expect 
— our own Martin Bennett is thanked for 
his contribution. He was evidently not 
anticipating the Silver Spirit Ill (see Note 
4). But | suspect that he must have been 
told since publication, probably frequent- 
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ly, that in 1993 it is no longer true to say 
that “the Camargue is the only two-door 
enclosed body in current production”! 

Being an American publication, there 
is some information that is true only of the 
American market which is often interest- 
ing but not always clear as to when this 
is the case. For example, it is stated that 
the Silver Spirit was only available to 
special order from 1993, suggesting that 
the long wheelbase model, the Silver 
Spur, is the “standard” model. Although 
not spelt out, this applies only to the 
North American market. Indeed in 
Australia, the Distributors will be lucky if 
they sell another of the notably more 
expensive Silver Spurs this decade (al- 
though | wish them luck!) 

My final comment about this useful 
book relates to the production numbers 
quoted. It seems that with certain models 
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there is considerable uncertanty as to the 
actual numbers built. Mr Woudenberg is 
the first to publish figures for the most 
recent models and has presumably been 
provided with details from the Company. 
Whether in fact the Company itself can 
count accurately is not as silly a question 
as it first seems as it has previously 
released production details that have 
been demonstrably wrong. For example, 
Mr Woudenberg has fallen into the trap 
and published the often-repeated 
(including by the Company) but wildly 
incorrect figure of 832 Phantom Vs built. 
This overstates the true number (516) by 
more than 50% which is rather excessive 
and shows that there is still plenty more 
work for researchers in this area. 
| look forward to the Fourth Edition. 


David Ekberg 


Tyresome Topics 


or To BEor not to BE 


Note 1. First published in 1984 and re- 
appearing in 1987 in a Second Edition, the 
Third Edition bringing it up to the 1993 model 
year cars 


Note 2. It should be recorded that the 
inclusion of this table has been made at the 
expense, perhaps not deliberately, of the 
specifications table which is used for all other 
models in the book. 


Note 3. The distinguishing feature of the 
Phantom VI, which could be said to have 
scarcely warranted the new appellation, was 
the addition of a scuttle-top air conditioning 
intake grille for the Silver Shadow type air 
conditioning system (with separate systems 
for front and rear compartments). 


Note 4. The author unwisely uses the phrase 
‘py the mid nineties’ to discuss matters that 
while true for 1993 may be invalid by 1995 or 
even already invalid. 


by Derek du Toit (Silver Ghost Association, New Jersey) 


We all learned a lot about tyres on the Alpine. This gave rise 
to the Alpine Hypothesis — if a beaded edge car is driven hot, 
hard and heavy, it will blow tyres no matter what the make, the 
pressure (as long as it is not lower than 55 Ib/sq in) or whether 


it has original or 
replica wheel 
rims. The dividing 
line seems to be 
5,000 Ib all-up 
weight. Many of 
us are convinced 
that there must be 
something wrong 
that has only to be 
cured for us to 
have no more tyre 
problems. The key 
to this fallacy lies 
in the time the in- 
dustry had to cure 
the problem of BE 
tyres — around 
twenty years, until 


circa 1925. If they had found a cure we would all be still riding 
around on BE tyres. So it would seem the tyre manufacturers 
are not as often at fault as they have been blamed for in the recent 


past. 


Just before I shelled out another $US2,200 for a set of new 


Derek du Toit's 1913 Silver Ghost (2577) was driven with complete success in ‘Alpine 93' 
but the vulnerability to punctures and considerable expense of beaded edge tyres led to a 
change to 33 x 5 Universals. The beautifully proportioned London-Edinburgh style 
coachwork was built by the owner. 


BE tyres for 2577, I ran the numbers. At around 8,000 miles one 
gets on average from BE tyres, this equates to 27.5 cents per 
mile for the rubber alone, let alone petrol and oil! Then I got to 
comparing the mileages I get with the Universal 33 x 5 tyres on 


78FW and the 
penny dropped. 
They total out at 
2.5 cents per mile. 
So I refurbished a 
set of 33 x 5 
wheels I had 
bought for 
$US1,600, cal- 
culating that the 
capital cost of this 
extravagance 
would be covered 
by the time I did 
6,400 miles. The 
other side of the 
coin is that 33 x 5 
tyres are so much 
easier to change if 


one has a flat on tour. Not that one often does, although the same 
cannot be said for BE. There is hardly any difference in the 
handling or steering, although braking, due to the softer 


compounds, is better with BE tyres. 


Moral of the story — BE for show, Universal for go. > 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1935 20/25 (GOH1) Barker owner driver 
saloon. Sliding sunroof, Brooks trunk with 
fitted cases, P. 100 headlights, pair of Marchal 
spotlights. Reconditioned cylinder head, new 
exhaust system, some re-wiring, recondi- 
tioned servo. Very good original condition. 
$39,500. Reg Thornton 043-42-3351 


1935 Bentley 314 Litre (B46DG) Park Ward 
sports saloon. Ivory with excellent original 
dark tan hide. Engine just rebuilt by ourselves 
at substantial cost. $75,000. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1947 Bentley Mk VI (B146BH) grey with blue 
interior. Well maintained with minimal mileage 
by two owners over the past twenty years. Full 
records. One of the earliest Crewe Bentleys. 
$27,500. Tony Davidson 08-332-5550 
(‘phone & FAX) 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B376EY) Freestone & 
Webb saloon. Scottish Motor Show car. One 
of about 13 built. $47,000. Peter Robertson 
08-370-9242 


1956 Bentley S1 (B99CM) Sand over Sabie. 
York Motors delivery. Power steering, air 
conditioning, total suspension, shock absor- 
ber restoration including re-set springs. New 
tyres, exhaust. $39,000. Jim Redman 
02-361-0511 (w) 02-663-3427 (h) 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B14MD) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Actual car from 1951 Earls 
Court Motor Show which marked the debut of 
the 41% litre engine. This is the 7th 41% litre car 
built and the first of 30 Park Ward drophead 
coupés on that chassis, some to differing 
designs. It was priced at £6,659, compared 
to the standard saloon at £4,824. This car has 
been the subject of a major restoration and at 
its only Federal Concours appearance was 
awarded the prize for the ‘Best Post-War Car’. 
Specification includes power operated hood. 
This magnificent motor car is believed to be 
unique in this country and is one of less than 
ten post-war open Bentleys in the country. We 
are asking $145,000 and will listen to all 
reasonable proposals. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1953 Bentley R-type (B152TN) James 
Young aluminium saloon. Complete mech- 
anical and exterior body restoration with new 
black and maroon paint. Interior a mess. 
Drives beautifully. Some spares. $49,000. 
John Matheson 02-388-8001 


1966 Bentley T Series (SBH2099) Recently 
repainted silver. Original upholstery with 
some recent repairs. Brakes, self-levelling 
and some electrical work recently completed. 
$39,000. Tony Draper 02-654-1185 


8) 
Porcelain White with black hide. Long Mel- 
bourne history. Substantially refurbished by 
ourselves. $99,950. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH1120 


Cars For Sale 


1971 Silver Shadow (SRH10966) Shell Grey. 
Dark blue upholstery and woodwork both 
excellent. York Motors delivery. Second 
owner eight years. Original and complete. 
46,000 miles. N.S.W. registration number 
267. Ashley Hunter 02-489-297 1 


: a ace tee : 5 
1973 Corniche Saloon (CRH13578) lon 
Blue with dark blue Everflex roof and special 
order light blue hide. Magnificent example 
maintained regardless of cost. Would suit the 
most fastidious collector. $79,950. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1976 Silver Shadow (SRH23033) Gold. 
Serviced by Bruce R. Ross (Bross Classic) for 
last two years. Excellent condition. $35,000. 
Richard Vanhoff 079-46-8880 


1982 Silver Spirit (ASBO2689) Honey with 
dark brown hide. One owner from new. Kel- 
lows delivery with books. 62,000 km only. 
$89,950. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


Cars Wanted 


20 h.p. 3-speed centre gearchange. Must be 
a runner and registerable. Car must be relat- 
ively roomy to fit large body of owner. | am 
very interested in early purchase. Not looking 
for a concours car. Just a friend! Mark 
Babidge 09-364-2861 or FAX 09-364-3458 


Silver Shadow or Silver Shadow Il. Private 
cash buyer or take over your terms. Please 
send information and photo to Richard 
Cebula, P.O. Box 9, Oatlands, N.S.W. 2117 


Parts For Sale 


4% Litre Bentley Mk VI engine # B118N from 
chassis # B236NZ. Can be seen running. 
Also gearbox, complete front end assembly, 
rear axle, differential, suspension. All in very 
good condition. $11,000 ono or will separate. 
Aldo Contebardo 03-462-1185 
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Parts For Sale 


Wrecking 1949 Bentley Mk VI. Most parts 
available. Asking $6,500 for engine (runs 
well). Simon Read 074-85-3214 


Bentley Mk VI/R-type parts including radiator 
shell and grille, centre light with mounting and 
front apron, alloy engine undertrays and mis- 
cellaneous small items. $990 the tot. Nick 
Lang 018-203713 


S1 parts: cylinder head in good condition, 
differential with only 1,000 miles, set of SU 
carburetters, tailshaft. Silver Wraith parts: 
cylinder head and other assorted bits. Dennis 
Sowden 09-335-1202 


After market parts for Silver Wraith, Silver 
Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type: thermostat 
cover, $65; later type rear axle bearing kit, 
includes sealed bearing spacers and collar, 
$110 per side; distributor points, $20 each; 
rotor button $20. Prices include delivery in 
Australia, cash with order. Also available, ex- 
change engine mounts, suspension rubbers, 
etc. Please enquire. Mike Dixon, 14 Schruth 
St., Kelscott, W.A. 6111. 09-390-8986 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted to complete restoration of 1939 
Phantom Ill (3DL150): starter motor, in any 
condition. Alastair Kinloch 06-254-2448 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 


rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues. Most editions 
from 1-84 through to the present. Some pre- 
1984. $3.00 each plus post & packing at 
$1.00 per copy (up to 12 copies) or 50 cents 
per copy (more than 12). Cheques payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia. Orders to: Martin 
Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580. 


Handbook No. XXIII for Silver Wraith, 4,566cc 
model with Stromberg carburetter. Suits 
standard wheelbase car from chassis WOF1 
to WSG6 (Zenith carburetter after that). 
Original edition with clip-down flap on cover 
(not a reprint) in near mint condition. $125. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature Wanted 


Handbook for Bentley T Series, early (4- 
speed) model, Second Edition, green cover. 
Also information leading to the recovery of 
similar book bearing chassis number 
SBH1563. Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 
(‘Phone & FAX) 


The Book of the Bentley by Kenneth Ullyett, 
published by Max Parrish, London, in the 
early 1960s. Also interested in other early 
books on Rolls-Royce and Bentley. Martin 
Bennett 048-29-7 140 (‘Phone & FAX) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Black & white prints 
normally reproduce best but good colour 
prints are acceptable. Please do not send 
negatives or transparencies. 

DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s license number and comply with 
all other statutory requirements relating to 
their advertising. 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materiais and methods. 
Touch-up repairs, Connolly leather re-colour- 
ing, carpets, heelpads, headlining repairs or 
complete replacements. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-5111 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-5111 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to members who do 
not regularly deal in sales or service of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members 
are charged $15.00 for a non-commercial 
ad of reasonable length. Photographs may 
be included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


* Exceptionally long life 
* Total absence of noise 
* Complete oil control 


Silver Ghost Pistons 


HIGH QUALITY * HIGH COMPRESSION 


Highest quality materials using modern technology 


* Enormous increase in performance & smoothness 
* Fully balanced sets in a full range of oversizes 
PRICE: $2,520.00 PER SET 


R.A.McDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley Street., Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 428 0190 


SILVER GHOST 


Beaded edge rims 


At last! A top quality authentic rim made to exacting 

standards in correct thickness material of the highest quality. 
* All dimensions within 0.015" of original specification. 
* Correct shape valve and balance weight holes. 


* Full drilling and dimpling service to any pattern as 
required. 

* Trade enquiries welcome. 
PRICE: $450.00 EACH. 


R.A.McDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 428 0190 
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We Have the Right 
Wheel Discs for Your 
Pre-WWII Classic ! 


LMARR is making new Ace Type Discs to 

fit Rolls-Royce: PI, PIL, PIII, 

PI Springfield, Wraith, 

5 ; 20/25, 25/30, Bentley, 

The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars Bentley 8 Litre, 
From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your Lagonda, 

cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. Delage D8, 


ry 


=~ 
SY 


Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your Bugatti 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, and they're 
in stock! 


to fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing 
to a Saville Row suit for your motor car. 


We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car's interior and boot, ROLLS-ROYCE 20-25 


for that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All 
colours available. Guaranteed highest quality. We have all items to complete installation of your 
discs; air lines, air locks, spanners, etc. We have rear 
spare wheel covers for Derby Bentleys. What we don't 


ia-wide deli d -wi 
Os Halle w Ets delivery andiworld-wide export stock we will manufacture. Your order will be 
promptly filled and satisfaction is guaranteed. 


ITONEER LMARR DISK LTD 
RUGS & COVERS PO Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA,USA 95442-0910 


Tel : (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


RESTORATION BY R.A.McDERMOTT & Co. 
(1911 Silver Ghost Chassis No. 1606) 


IF YOU WANT THE BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration and component rebuilding to the highest standard. 
No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts for all models. 


R.A.MCDermott&Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 4280190 
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43 CHARD ROAD, BROOKVALE, N.S.W. 2100 
TELEPHONE: (02) 938 1301 — 905 3507 — 939 7129 


AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERS FAX: (02) 905 0260 
Newly manufactured Overdrive Units 


suitable for the following Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars: 


20 h.p. 3-SPEED MODELS 
20 h.p. 4-SPEED MODELS 
20/25 
DERBY BENTLEY 31 LITRE 
PHANTOM II 
25/30 
DERBY BENTLEY 41% LITRE 
WRAITH 
SILVER WRAITH 
SILVER DAWN 
BENTLEY Mk VI 
BENTLEY R-TYPE 


Why fit an overdrive unit? * improved fuel economy * Reduced engine wear * Easier, higher speed cruising * Quieter engine operation 
The Ristes overdrive unit comprises the following components: - Laycock overdrive unit and adapter plate - Front aluminium 
bearing and seal housing - Splined drive shaft - Front rubber drive coupling and drive flange - Gearbox to drive flange adapter 
+ Propshaft to rear axle pinion adapter - Propshaft - Front mounting - Rear Cross member and mounting - Electrical relay box 
« Switch (dash) - Gear change switch - All bolts and nuts - Speedometer reduction box and extension cable 


Insurance 


Veteran,vintage,classic and sports car owners 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take — 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to £3 il ike 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


z A s li \' 
Features: e Agreed value ee Choice hy vem S an 
of repairer @ You keep the salvage up to aN —— & 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen % i a ~ 
or window glass replacement per year excess ee. 
free ePersonal effects cover e Standard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability e Promptclaims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 
Head Office, Victoria Mew South Wales South Australia Wester Australla Queensland Northern Territory 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Bay Road, 6/212 Brighton Road, Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, P.O. Box 485, 9259 Bagot Road, 
Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 ., 2063 Somerton Park, S.A., 5044 Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qld., 4105 Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 


Phone (03) 584 7266 Phone (08) 204 9000 Phone (09) 257 1269 Phone (07) 692 2776 Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (03) 583 9475 Fax (02) 958 7841 Fax (08) 294 9995 Fax (08) 257 1289 Fax (07) 892 4319 Fax (089) 85 5583 


Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and Modified Insurance Specialists 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 


Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 


Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 


Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 
Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars a 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 


al 
Now, The Yanks’ , ) 


Best Kept Secret P-5**" ri 
of 25 Years / 4 
Revealed!! | fe % 


“Touy Handler's 
FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (310) 473-7773 
Fax. (310) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonabie prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 


e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 

e UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 

e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


a 
SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION) 
a 


‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
FAX: (09) 250 1404 


Snowdonia Business Park _ 2 4, Tel: (day) (0248) 602649 
Coed y Parc Nhe eve) (0248) 681572 
Bethesda Fax: (0248) 600994 
Gwynedd LL57 4YS “TI, 

United Kingdom 


20/25 Pick-up, 1934 (GRC48). Running well, 20 h.p. Barker three-position cabriolet, 

ready for use on the farm! £11,500. A/so.20/25 1927 (GHJ79). Smart & sound throughout, 

tourer project, 1931 (GOS68), short bon- hood & windows working well, professional 

netv/rad. £8,750 engine rebuild, last owner over 20 years 
Drives well, MoT £37,500 


Wralth limousine by Park Ward, 1939 Silver Wralth limousine by H.J.Mulliner, 
(WKC9). Very smooth engine, drives well 1949 (WCB72). Division, occasionals, very 
£17,750. Also: 25/30 limousine, 1937 sound, freshMoT. £16,500. Also: Silver Wraith 
(GRO7). Unfinished restoration. £8,750 Park Ward limousine with P100s. 


Stock list of 15 cars also includes: 
1936 25/30 saloon, £12,500 

1938 Wraith estate, £11,500. 

1930 Pil estate, £16,750 


1997 Pill limousine, £14,000 
1935 Bentley special, £13,500 
Silver Shadows — several, from £6,750 
Full litustrated Stock List Available on request 
Prices include British taxes — Export Arrangements Handled 
PURCHASES, SALES, PART EXCHANGE, COMMISSION SALES, 
SECONDHAND SPARES — PHONE RAY OR IAN FOR A CHAT 
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Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. 000 271643 M.V.R.I.C. Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS 


We are delighted to formally announce our affiliation with the British company renowned 
for engineering excellence, BRUNTS OF SILVERDALE LTD. This association will enable 
BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD to offer all their customers an additional vast range of high 
quality specialist engine components and spare parts for the pre-1955 model range of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars. 


In addition, BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD can now offer a complete engine re-conditioning 
service to Factory condition or Concours, together with a complete component service ex- 
change facility, covering all pre- and post-war models. 


This affiliation between BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD and BRUNTS will greatly enhance 
our service to members, especially when obtaining those difficult-to-locate parts. 


We cordially invite you to call David Thomas, Fred Edney or Heather Pryor for further 
information. 


BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD. ............ THE PRE-1955 SPECIALISTS 


Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. 000 271643 MVRLI.C. Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


* Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists « 


340 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills 2120 
P.O. Box 83, Pennant Hills N.S.W. Australia 2120 


Phone: 484 1239 or 484 4419 or 484 1253 or 484 1254 ——- Fax: 980 6592 
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YOU MAY LIKE TO SHOP HERE. 
WE HOPE SO. 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 
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